Reviews.
[Jan. The second chapter is devoted to the subject of medical attendance.
The writers observe?
" The number of institutions possessing one or more medical men appointed exclusively to attend the asylums, namely, those of Zutphen, Dordrecht, Meerenherg, Utrecht, Franeker, and Deventer, has not been increased since the publication of our former report. The most urgent necessity for such a provision exists undoubtedly in the institution at's Hertogenbosch, in which, at the end of 1856, not less than 243 patients were under treatment. No proof is required to show that a physician who is at the same time engaged in ordinary civil practice, and consequently can spend only a few hours daily in the institution, even if he combined the warmest zeal with the greatest abilities, must be unable to bestow on so many patients the care they so much require, to the nature of which, having in our former report (pp. 24-27) Instances are brought forward of the injury often done in incipient insanity by general bleeding. Local abstraction of blood, on the contrary, is frequently highly useful, especially* where there is active congestion of the brain. Where leeches are employed, the author recommends that after they have fallen off", the use of elastic cups shall be substituted for that of soaking and burdensome warm poultices.
The proportion of epileptics to the whole number of patients received into the several institutions, appears to be increasing : thus, in the ten years 1844?1853, it was a little more than six; while in the three years 1854?1856 it was upwards of seven per cent., showing an increase of 11*6 in the thousand. The author adds some very important and practical observations in reference to epilepsy, but his views on this subject will come more fully before us in our consideraion of his great work on the medulla oblongata.
Revieivs.
[Jan.
An abstract is given of the results of the post-mortem appearances observed in the bodies of those patients deceased in the several institutions during the period over which the Report extends, from whose friends permission had been obtained to institute necroscopic examination.
Cerebral Cavity.?On conducting such investigations it is in the first place necessary to consider whether the disease had been idiopathic, that is, whether it was produced originally or secondarily by any change of organization in the brain, as is the case in acute mania and its consequent dementia; or whether the affection was only sympathetic, having its primary seat in some remote part, particularly in the abdomen.
It is seldom that an opportunity occurs of making a post-mortem examination of the first stage of idiopathic mania. The organic changes then consist chiefly in slight effusion under the arachnoid, or after drawing off the pia mater, in a change of the colour of the convolutions, if these have been washed with water, from white to a light rose-colour. In the subsequent course of the disease, we find attachment of the pia mater to the cortical substance, in mania, constantly under the' os front is; in idiopathic melancholy, at the vertex, sometimes extending over the anterior lobes. In a still more advanced stage the great accumulation of blood in the vessels usually diminishes, the quantity of effused serum becomes more considerable, atheromata and commencing ossification manifest themselves in the vessels, and tlxe pia mater, formerly adherent to the cortical substance, is easily separated, particularly in a far-advanced stage of dementia; the grey matter becomes paler, the brain is often very soft or else increased in firmness; in pai'alytic cases we find that the morbid change has extended into the ventricles; the pia mater is firmly adherent to the corpora striata, or these parts themselves are very much softened; the dura mater is strongly attached to the skull, and the latter is usually, in consequence of irritation of the outer lamina of the dura mater (the proper periosteum internum), thickened and hardened. In idiotism there is almost always congenital deficiency of development of the brain, particularly of the subfrontal convolutions.
In a drinker, the ventricles were uncommonly dilated (Meerenberg). In a paralytic, whose speech had been much impaired, and in whom the whole brain was anaemic, the corpora olivaria were compressed by a hyperaemic vascular network and a gelatinous exudation (in consequence of meningitis), which not only covered the surface of the brain, but also surrounded the root of the right 
